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RHODA AKIKO NISHIYAMA 


OcTOBER 1, 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 
REPORT 


[To accompany HH, R. 1236] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 1236) for the relief of Rhoda Akiko Nishiyama, having consid- 
ered the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment and 
recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


On lines 6 and 7 strike the words “‘shall be deemed to be a nonquota 
immigrant’ and insert in lieu thereof the following: 


may be admitted to the United States for permanent residence if otherwise 
admissible under the immigration laws. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant a waiver of the racial 
barrier to admission into the United States in behalf of a minor Japanese 
child of a lawful permanent resident of the United States. The bill 
has been amended to conform with the policy of the Senate in approv- 
ing cases of this type. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 5-year-old native and citizen of 
Japan. Her mother was born in Japan in 1915 and was admitted to 
the United States for permanent residence in 1922. Following her 
graduation from college in 1940 she returned to Japan where the out- 
break of the war prevented her from returning to the United States 
until 1949. While in Japan she married her present husband, who is 
also a native and citizen of Japan. With the racial waiver provided 
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for in the bill, the beneficiary of the bill will be able to procure the 
necessary documents for admission into the United States and it is 
unnecessary to confer nonquota status on her. 

A letter dated October 18, 1950, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to H. R. 7389, which was a bill 
introduced in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same child 
reads as follows: 


Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuatrMan: This is in response to your request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 7389) for the relief of Rhoda 
Akiko Nishiyama, an alien. 

The bill would provide that notwithstanding the provisions of section 13 (c) 
of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, Rhoda Akiko Nishiyama, the 
minor daughter of a permanent resident of the United States, shall be deemed 
to be a nonquota immigrant if otherwise admissible under the immigration laws. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien is a native and citizen of Japan of the Japanese race, who 
was born in Tokyo, Japan, on September 15, 1946, and who presently is residing 
in Japan with her uncle. Her father, a former pilot in the Kamikaze Corps of 
the Imperial Japanese Navy, was born in Tokyo, Japan, on February 9, 1925, 
and is presently in the United States as a student attending Lafayette College, 
Easton, Pa. He last entered the United States at the port of Anchorage, Alaska, 
on September 11, 1948, and was admitted under section 4 (e) of the Immigration 
Act of 1924. It appears that Mr. Nishiyama has attended school continuously 
since his arrival and expects to complete his course in 1952, after which he intends 
to return to Japan. The record indicates that the alien’s mother was born in 
Hiroshima, Japan, on December 15, 1915, and was admitted to the United States 
for permanent residence on September 1, 1922. After graduating from college in 
June of 1940, she went to Japan to continue her studies, but with the outbreak 
of World War II was unable to return to the United States until November 21, 
1949, when she was admitted as a returning resident under section 4 (b) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924. The alien’s parents were married in Japan in 1945. 
It appears that Mrs. Nishiyama is determined to remain in the United States 
regardless of her husband’s intention to return to Japan. 

The alien, being of the Japanese race, is ineligible to naturalization and inad- 
missible to the United States under section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 1917. 
In the absence of general or special legislation, she will be unable to enter the 
United States for permanent residence, and the record fails to disclose sufficient 
reason to justify granting her an exemption from the general provisions of the 
immigration laws. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pryton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman John J. Allen, Jr., the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and submitted the following statement and 
documents in support of the bill: 


STATEMENT OF Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, JR., In Support oF H. R. 1236, For THE 
ReLieF oF RHopDA AKIKO NISHIYAMA 


Mr. Chairman, H. R. 1236 has for its purpose the admission of Rhoda Akiko 
Nishiyama, a 4-year-old Japanese girl, to the United States as a permanent 
resident. 

The circumstances of Rhoda Nishiyama’s situation are such as to merit the 
special consideration of the committee, I sincerely believe. The child’s mother, 
Mrs. Atsuko Nishiyama, is a permanent resident of the United States. She was 
admitted in 1922 at the age of 7, was educated in California schools and was 
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graduated from Stanford University in 1940. She is essentially an American girl. 
Her father, Ryosaku Matsuoka, has resided continuously in the United States 
since 1917, and her mother since 1922. Mrs. Atsuko Nishiyama has declared 
her desire and intention to make her permanent future home in this country. 

Mrs. Nishiyama went to Japan after graduation from college to do further study 
on leprosy and enrolled at Tokyo Women’s Medical College. She was in the 
process of having her reentry permit renewed when war between Japan and the 
United States broke out and she was obliged to stay in Japan. She was — d 
to Robert Yukimasa Nishiyama in 1944, and their child, the subject of the bill 
under consideration, was born on September 15, 1946. 

Robert Nishiyama is an outstanding young man and student and was chosen 
as the recipient of the scholarship created by Robert Johnstone, a young Ameri- 
can killed in the war, to provide an education at Lafayette College in Pennsyl- 
vania for a Japanese. Mr. Nishiyama is presently attending Lafayette. Mrs. 
Nishiyama’s efforts to bring her daughter with her from Japan were not successful, 
and she finally returned to the United States alone in November 1949, in order 
not to lose her American residence. 

Naturally, she wants her daughter with her and feels that she should have the 
supervision of her training, as she wishes to bring her up as an American. Mrs. 
Nishiyama lives with her parents in Berkeley, Calif. The Matsuokas are able 
and willing to care for their daughter and granddaughter. In support of the 
above-stated facts, and as evidence of the fi character of this family, I attach 
as part of this statement in of the following letters and affidavits: 

Letter from Mrs. Atsuko Nishiyama dated January 10, 1950. 

Letter from Mrs. Nishiy ama dated . an uary 24, 1950. 

Letter from Dr. Ralph Cooper Hu on, president of Lafayette College, 
dated March 13, 1950. 

Letter from Rev. 8S. O. Thorlaksson, vice consul for Iceland, dated March 8, 
1950. 

Affidavit of Mrs. Nishivama, dated March 9, 1950. 

Affidavit of Mr. Ryosaku Matsuoka, dated March 9, 1950. 

Letter from Mrs. Charles E. ee) dated March 7, 1950. 

Letter from Mrs. Kyoko Mukai, dated August 4, 1950. 

Letter from Mr. Perci al C Mills, date d Nove I ibe r 30, 1950. 

Letter from Miss Yo Nakano. dated January 27, 1951. 

Letter from Ryo Mishima, dated February 1, 1951. 

It is respectfully recommended that Mrs. Atsuko Nishiyama should have her 
daughter with her, and I therefore request that H. R. 1236 be given favorable 
consideration. 

Respectfully submitted. 








JOHN J. ALLEN, Jr. 





1711 Warp Street, BERKELEY, CALIF., 
January 10, 19 
Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 
House of Representatives, W ington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: Dr. Thorlaksson of jerkeley has informed me that he has spoken 
to you about my case when you were in the Bay area before Christmas. I will 
explain my backgrou d before asking your consideration of the problem at hand. 

I was admitted legally into the United States from Japan in 1922 with my 
mother. My father had already been admitted to this country in 1917. He 
originally came to this country to do postgraduate work in agriculture, but 
decided to become a farmer’s adviser since the Japanese farmers of California 
knew so little of the scientific methods of farming. He and my mother have 
resided here ever since in spite of the pressure brought to bear on him to return 
by the Japanese Government at the outbreak of the war. 

I attended the publie schools in Berkeley and gra luated from Stanford Uni- 
versity in June 1940 with a bachelor-of-arts degree in biology. In December of 
that same vear | went to Japan to further my interest in bacteriology and espe- 
cially to study leprosy, a prevalent disease in Japan. 

Before my leave from this country, I secured a reentry permit from the Immi- 
gration and Naturalization office in San Francisco, for I had all intentions of 
returning to this country. I more or less felt that the United States was my 
country and Japan a foreign country. 

My knowledge of the Japanese language was very 
first year of the Tokyo Women’s Medical 


limited; so I enrolled 


llege. While I was still attending 
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school, I was caught in this last war, thus cutting me off from the United States 
financially and otherwise. My relatives in Japan would not support me, and I 
was dependent on the good will of friends for my livelihood until I was married 
in 1944. 

I had made repeated efforts to be allowed to return to the United States with 
American evacuees. In 1941, I presented my reentry permit to the American 
Embassy in Tokyo for renewal, but hostilities were declared before it was returned 
to me from Washington, and my reentry qualifications were then questioned by 
the authorities, which eventually made my return impossible and I was left 
stranded as a victim of circumstances, 

At the end of the war, I was employed by the United States Air Forces in 
Tokyo. During this time my mother developed a very serious illness, and I 
became anxious to return to see her once more with my child, but repeated 
efforts to get permission for my child failed. 

I was readmitted to the United States as a permanent resident in November 
1949. The present immigration laws seem to forbid my daughter’s entrance to 
this country. As it is my earnest intention to make my future home in this 
country, I would like to ask vou, dear sir, to consider ways and means by which 
my daughter might be brought to this country, even though it might be necessary 
to present a special bill to Congress on her behalf. 

My daughter is now 3 years old and at an age when she needs her mother most. 
She is in the process of growing up and taking notice of what is going on around 
her. I want her to grow up to be a normal child and have the care and love of a 
mother that is deserving a child. My love for this country prevents me from 
returning to join her in Japan, I assure you, if consideration can be made for 
her to join me here, she will be educated in such a way as to insure her becoming 
a good American resident. 

Your consideration and help will be deeply appreciated by me and my parents. 

Very sincerely yours, 
ArsuKko NISHIYAMA. 


1711 Warp Srreet, BERKELEY, CALIF., 
January 24, 1950. 
Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: Thank you for your encouraging letter of January 18. I certainly 
appreciate your taking interest in my daughter’s case. 

The following is in reply to the information which you request in said letter. 

Child’s name: Rhoda Akiko Nishiyama. 

Child’s date of birth: September 15, 1946. 

Child’s birth place: Tokyo, Japan. 

My marital status: Married. 

Child’s father’s name: Robert Yukimasa Nishiyama. 

Child’s father’s citizenship: Japanese. 

Child’s father’s race: Yellow. 

Child’s father’s present address: Care of Dr. Ralph Cooper Hutchison, 
president, Lafayette College, Easton, Pa. (Robert is a special scholarship 
student at this college.) 

I have not filed any visa applications for my daughter because I was told so 
many times on inquiring at the American consulate in Yokohama, Japan, that 
my daughter could not be admitted to this country and, therefore, it was of no 
use to make applications. I was told that a Japanese could only be admittec to 
the United States if he were going as a student or on a business trip. My daughter 
is too young for either of these qualifications. 

I shall be praying for the success of your efforts in presenting a bill which might 
one day bring together a mother and a daughter whose hearts are now lonely, 
separated by distance. 

Very sincerely yours, ; 
Mrs. Atsuko NISHIYAMA. 
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LAFAYETTE COLLEGE, 
Easton, Pa., March 13, 1950. 
Hon. JouHn J. ALLEN, Jr., 
House of Re presentatives, Washinaton, D. C. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE ALLEN: This is in regard to Mr. Robert Nishiyama, a 
student at Lafayette College; his wife, Atsuko Helen Nishiyama, and their daugh- 
ter, Akiko Rhoda Nishiyama, in behalf of which last named you are sponsoring a 
bill for admission to the United States. 

Mr. Nishiyama understands that you need a lefter certifving to the essential 
facts in the case and to good character. With considerable earnestness and 
without reservation, I therefore make the following statements and would be 
happy to come to Washington to be of any assistance to the committee consider- 
ing the bill or to yourself. 

Mrs. Atsuko Helen Nishiyama is a fine, Christian American girl who apparently 
does not have American citizenship because she was born in Japan but has per 
manent residence because she was raised in America, is a graduate of Standor 
University, and a person of fine character, good scholarship, and worthy « 
American citizenship. She went to Japan for research in leprosy, where shi 
married Mr. Robert Nishiyama. 

Mr. Robert Nishiyama was chosen for the remarkable scholarship established 
at Lafayette College by the request of an American soldier, Mr. Robert Johnstone, 
that his insurance money be used for the education at Lafayette of a Japanese, 
in battle with whom he was subsequently to die. Mr. Nishiyama was chosen on 





= | 


the enthusiastic recommendation of numerous distinguished American Army men 
stationed in Japan, which recommendation was seconded by Japanese of Christian 
standards in Japan. He was appointed, came to Lafayette College, and is making 
a splendid record in every respect. He is high in the admiration and affection 


} 


of students and faculty and plans to return to teach and stand for Christian democ- 
racy in Japan. 

Mrs. Nishiyama, who remained in Japan with her little child, has been com- 
pelled to return to America in order not to lose her treasured right of permanent 
residence because she is essentially an American girl. This leaves their little baby 
girl in Japan. With both parents in America for compelling reasons, one as & 
distinguished student, the other as an American resident seeking lovally to retain 
her right of residence, under these circumstances the barring of the infant is, of 
course, a technicality unintended by our laws. We all hope that special provision 
may be made to make possible the coming of the child to her parents. 

I am pleased to certify to the above facts, to the character of all of the principals 
in this situation, and will be glad to add any other information possible. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Rateu C. Hutcuison, 
President. 





IcELANDIC ViIcE CoNSULATE, SAN FrRANctsco, CALir., 
1152 LAurREL Srreet, BerKEvey, Catir., 
March 8, 1250. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

This is to certify that the undersigned has known personally for 5 vears Mr. and 
Mrs. T. R. Matsuoka of Berkeley and ean vouch for their integrity, dependability, 
and loyalty. In all our 34 years of association with the Japanese people (includ- 
ing 25 vears of oversea residence among them), I rate none higher than the 
Matsuokas, 

Their daughter, Mrs. Atsuko Nishiyama, and her husband, Robert Yukimasa 
Nishiyama, are also very well known to me, and I can vouch fully for their good 
moral character. 

If anything can be done to further the permission of their daughter, Rhoda 
Akiko Nishiyama, to be reunited with them in this country, it will not only be 
much appreciated by all concerned but will strengthen their faith in the fair 
dealings of those who direct the affairs of this Nation that justice and mercy may 
at all times prevail. 

Very sincerely, 


, 


S. O. ThorLAKsson, 
Lutheran Clerqy, 
Vice Consul for Iceland. 
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AFFIDAVIT 


Re Rhoda Akiko Nishiyama, H. R. 7389. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Alameda, ss: 

I, Atsuko Nishiyama, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

That I first came to the United States on the steamship Persia Maru with my 
mother, Tsune Matsuoka, and was lawfully admitted at the port of San Francisco, 
Calif., October 1, 1922, for permanent residence. 

That I graduated from the public schools in Berkeley, Calif., and graduated 
from Stanford University in June 1940 with an A. B. degree in biology. 

That I went to Japan in December 1940 and attended the Women’s Medical 
College in Tokyo until my funds ran out due to the war. 

That I was married to Robert Yukimasa Nishivama on March 11, 1944. 

That I was employed by the United States Air Forces from the beginning of 
the American occupation of Tokyo, Japan, until I was granted permission to 
return to the United States. 

That I was legalivy readmitted to the United States on November 21, 1949 
a returning permanent resident (alien registration card No. 1138388 

That my daughter, Rhoda Akiko, was born on September 15, 1946, in Tokyo, 
Japan. 

That, if my daughter were admitted to the United States, I definitely guarantee 
that she will not in any way or at any time become a public charge. 


, as 


ArsukO NISHIYAMA, 


‘ 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of March 1950. 
M. Stiva, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT TO Wuom It May CoNcERN 


te Rhoda Akiko Nishiyama, H. R. 7389. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 


Co inty of Alameda, ss: 


Ryosaku Matsuoka, first being duly sworn, deposes and says: 


That he first came from Japan to the United States of America and was regularly 
admitted at the port of San Francisco on Deeember 7. 1917, and has resided 
continuously in the United States ever since this lawful admission into the 
country. On October 1, 1922, his wife, Tsune Matsuoka, and their daughter, 
Atsuko, were lawfullv admitted from Japan for permanent residence (immigration 
Nos. 21463/7—4 and 7-5) at the port of San Francisco, and that they now reside 
together at 1711 Ward Street, Berkeley, Calif. 

That their daughter, Atsuko, upon graduation from Stanford University in 
1940, went to Japan for a temporary visit. While there she enrolled at the 
Women’s Medical College of Tokyo for a special medical course, as she was 
definitely interested in the study of the treatment and cure of leprosy, this disease 
being move prevalent chere than in the United States. As her reentry permit 
to the United States was about to expire, she applied at the American Embassy 
for an extension. While negotiations were pending and before the necessary 
papers with endorsements could be returned from Washington, D. C., war broke 
out and she was caught in Japan without documentary proof of her right to return 
to the United States. While in this predicament and toward the end of the war 
she married Robert Yukimasa Nishiyama, who later received a scholarship to 
study at Lafavette College, Easton, Pa. 

That this affidavit is made expressly to facilitate the entry of Rhoda Akiko 
Nishiyama, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. Y. Nishiyama, and affiant’s grand- 
daughter, to the United States, in order that she may live with her mother in their 
home in Berkeley, Calif. 

That said granddaughter will be sponsored by the undersigned, cared for, and 
upported by him. His profession is that of an agricultural adviser to the Japanese 
armers of California. Being a soil specialist, the use and sale of fertilizers is his 
specialty. 

His financial condition is such that he is in a position to support his grand- 
daughter in any way that may be necessary. He therefore definitely guarantees 
that his granddaughter will not in any way or at any time become a public charge. 

Respectfully submitted. 


s 
f 
I 


Rrosatu Matsuoka, 
Notarized March 9, 1950. 
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2942 CLAREMONT BoULEVARD, BERKELEY, CALIF., 
March 7, 1950. 
Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr. 

Dear Srr: I have known Atsuko Matsuoka Nishiyama for the past 20 vears. 

Her father D. T. Matsuoka, has been a resident in this country since 1917. 

Atsuko has had a very careful upbringing in a Christian home. 

She is a graduate of Stanford University, and her moral character is of the 
highest standard. 

The child Rhoda, when permitted by our Government to join her mother, will 
never, I am certain, become a public charge, as her immediate relatives are well 
able to support her. 

Yours respectfully, 
Jessie McG. A. MILLerR 
(Mrs. Charles E. Miller). 


170-24 One HuNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH AVENUE, 
Jamica, Lone IsLanp, N. Y. 
August 4, 1950. 
Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Str: I am writing regarding a bill drawn up in the House of Represen- 
tatives 6 months ago to admit into the United States, on a nonquota basis, a 
Rhoda Nishiyama, aged 3 years and resident now as well as native of Japan. 
This bill, I am informed, is now with the Judiciary Committee, which is awaiting 
a report by the Immigration office. 

Since the circumstances, psychological and financial, are such that it is urgent 
for the child to be restored to her mother in California, I should be most grateful 
if you would make it possible for this bill to be put on the House Calendar during 
the present session. 

Very truly yours, 
Mrs. Kyroxo MukKATI. 


2031 SHatruck, BERKELEY, CALIF., 
Nove mber 30, 19 50. 
Re H. R. 7389, Rhoda (Akiko) Nishiyama. 
Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear REPRESENTATIVE: I wish to plead the cause of our friend Mrs. Helen 
Nishiyama, a permanent resident of the United States, and her small daughter, 
Rhoda. 

Anything you can do to expedite this case and reunite the two will be greatly 
appreciated by both Mrs. Mills and myself. 

Very sincerely yours, 
PercivaL C. MILs. 


JANUARY 27, 1951. 
Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Stir: I am writing to you about a very good friend of mine whom I have 
known for about 15 vears, a young mother, Mrs. Helen Nishiyama, of Berkeley, 
Calif., one who is of high integrity and a good citizen to the people, as well as to 
her community. 

Shortly before the outbreak of World War II, and upon her graduation from 
the Stanford University, she sailed to Japan to continue her education. After an 
absence of 10 years from the United States, she has returned and is now living with 
here parents in Berkeley. 

Although she is very happy to be back, she is continuously thinking of her small 
child who was left behind in Japan. Today, because we must differentiate when 
one is foreign to this country as ‘“‘an alien,” this young mother was unable to 
bring her child home with her. 
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An adult can reasonably tolerate such action, but a child of 4 years of age will 
never understand why she must remain. I am sure you will agree with me that the 
most important thing for a child is to be with those whom she loves and to be 
with those who love her. 

For this reason, I am writing to you for the bill for the relief of Rhoda Akiko 
Nishiyama, H. R. 7389, with the sincere hope that you will give this matter 
your personal thought and attention. 

Yours very truly, 
Miss Yo NaKANo., 


1317—D Nintx Street, BERKELEY, CALIF., 
February 1, 1951. 
Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Str: It has been brought to my attention that a bill is being considered 
to reunite Miss Rhode Akiko Nishiyama in Japan with her mother, Mrs. Atsuko 
Nishiyama, in this country. 

I have known Mrs. Nishiyama intimately for the past 20 years and conse- 
quently feel the uncertainty of her present predicament. I can with utmost 
sincerity say that she deserves the right of having her only child with her. I 
think that the present international situation only adds to the anxiety with 
which she is faced now. 

I would appreciate any consideration expedient to the passage of the afore- 
mentioned bill. 

If there is any way in which I may be of assistance, please feel free to call 
upon me at any time. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Ryo MisHiMa. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 1236), as amended, should be enacted 


‘.« 
Ys 





